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President’s Message 
By Jeff Hand 

 
Lynette and I attended the Dallas Concours held 

June, 2026.  It is a good time to catch up with 

our Texas Jaguar friends and judge Jaguars.  

Judging cars is technical and most deductions 

are for cleanliness and condition.  Generally, 

minimal deductions are made because minimal 

blemishes are what is found.  JCNA does have 

an extensive judging manual that has been 

greatly improved by the inclusion of instructions 

and photos of what to judge and how to judge.  

Prior to these improvements, the judge didn’t 

know what is an improper fit of parts and what 

is an imperfection in paint and how to judge 

wear and tear.   

 

Our COJA event for July will be a tour of The 

Sense of Beauty exhibit at the Oklahoma City 

Museum of Art.  Our August event will be a tour 

of a car museum or a tour of the new 45th 

Infantry Division Museum.  More details to 

follow. 

 

The Great Race comes to the 

Stockyards, Monday, June 22nd 
By Bruce & Sharon Parker 

 

The Hemmings Great Race stopped in 

Oklahoma 

City on 

Monday 

evening, June 

22nd, as part 

of a 2,300-

mile, nine-

day classic 

car rally from 

Illinois to 

California.  The event featured over 130 antique 

vehicles built in 1974 or earlier arriving one 

minute apart at the historic Stockyards City on 

Exchange Avenue.  

 

The Great Race cars started showing up on 

Exchange Avenue about 4:30 pm. It was a 

smorgasbord of machinery and a crowd happy to 

welcome the drivers and navigators. The first car 

in was a ’60’s Ford pickup, right at home in the 

stockyards, followed by a  couple  of  late  ‘40’s  

Ford coupes and Team Tokyo (complete with 

Japanese tags) – but what caught everyone’s eye 

was the American-LaFrance ‘roadster’ driven 

by a couple of Finns.  No body, no top, no 

windshield, no front brakes, chain drive, 1,000 

cubic inches (?!), with iron men at the wheel.  I 

hope they have rain gear. 

 



 

 

There were a couple of Jags on the roster, an 

XKE and a Mk2, but we couldn’t stay long 

enough for them to arrive.  With 130 or so cars 

still competing, it takes a while for everyone to 

come in on their time slot.   

 

There were probably about four hundred car 

lovers waiting when we arrived, and they came 

and went after that, visiting with the competitors 

parked along Exchange Ave.  Friendly 

competitors, inquisitive fans, lovely weather.  

Good times. 

 

The rally was named an official event to 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of Route 66, 

traveling from Springfield, Illinois, to Pasadena, 

California. 

 

 

* * * 

 

Richard Heiderich was in Tucumcari, New 

Mexico for a Kaiser-Frazer convention.  He 

caught the Great Race as it came thru Tucumcari.  

He took pictures of the two Jaguars:  an XKE 

and a Mk2. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
American LaFrance vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Youngest driver was 16 yrs. old. 

 

 
Youngest driver was 16 years old. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Thanks to Bruce and Sharon Parker and Richard 

Heiderich for the pictures of the cars.  Jess and I 

remember some of the cars from the Great Race 

we participated in back in June, 2017. 

 

 

July Event – Oklahoma City 

Museum of Art – July 12th  
By Jenny Somerhalder 

 

Who wants to beat the heat and experience the 

arts right here in Oklahoma City?  We will 

gather at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art 

located at 415 Couch Drive, Oklahoma City.  If 

you would like to eat a bite of lunch before we 

tour the Museum, there is the Ganache Patisserie 

located in the Museum Store.  It opens at 12:00 



as does the Museum.  Let’s plan on meeting at 

1:00 pm. just inside the main entrance for a 

group photo before touring the Museum.  We 

will be touring the Museum at our leisure.  It’s 

free to attend on the 2nd Sunday of the month.   

 

If you plan to eat at Ganache Patisserie at 

12:00, please let me know so that I can give 

them a “heads up” on Wednesday, July 8th, 

that a group will be arriving at 12:00 on 

Sunday, July 12th.   My phone number is 405-

760-1511 and e-mail is ou89@msn.com.    

 

I hope to see you there.   Jenny Somerhalder 

 

 

mailto:ou89@msn.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Officers 

 

President    Jeff Hand   405-590-4167 

Vice President  & Editor  Susan Laurence  405-640-0545  

Secretary/Treasurer   Sarah Baxter   405-408-8878   

Board Member   Nancy Driver   405-990-2861 

Board Member   Lynette Hand   405-620-3634 

Board Member   Sandy Ratzlaff   405-213-4535 

Board Member   Stacey Baxter   405-831-3499 

 

 

Membership 

 

Annual membership is $85.  Note, this includes membership in Jaguar Clubs of North America. 

 

Advertising 

 

Business Card size space $10 per month, 3 months minimum or $100 per year.  Full page $30 per 

month ($30/yr.), half page is $25 ($300/yr.).  Personal ads for members (non-commercial) are free. 

This newsletter is published monthly by the Central Oklahoma Jaguar Association. Opinions 

expressed in this publication are those of your editor and correspondents and do not necessarily 

reflect the views or policies of the Jaguar Clubs of North America or Jaguar cars.  Neither the 

editor, members, nor contributors to the publication are responsible for the statements or claims 

made by advertiser. 

 

 



  

             2026 CALENDAR  

                 OF EVENTS 

Month Date Activity Coordinator 

January 23rd  Breakfast at The OK Diner in Norman Bruce & Sharon Parker 

February 
7th  

 

20th  

Caldwell Collection (Airplanes) in        

El Reno 
 

Breakfast at Granny’s Kitchen 

Dean Ritter 
 

Sarah Baxter 

March 20th   Breakfast at Black Bear Diner in Moore Sarah Baxter 

April 17th    
Learning about Square Foot Gardening 

by Crystal Nievez 
Susan Laurence 

May 2nd   BBQ Sandwiches/Pot Luck  Dick & LaNeal Russ 

June 

6th 

22nd  

Route 66 Car Show – 742 W. Britton 

Road 
 

Route 66 Event – Great American Race 

to stop at OKC Stockyards 

Rich Wager 

Dick Russ/Bruce Parker 

July 12th Oklahoma City Museum of Art Jenny Somerhalder 

August TBD 
Auto Museum OR tour of the 45th 

Infantry Division Museum 
Jeff & Lynette Hand 

September TBD TBD Ben & Sandy Ratzlaff 

October TBD  Talimena Drive for Foliage Tour Scott Blaylock 

November TBD Annual Business Meeting Jeff Hand 

December 5th 
Christmas Dinner at Legend’s Times 

Two 

Susan Frantz, Sandy Ratzlaff, 

Susan Laurance & Sarah 

Baxter 

 

 


